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Wu Weckiy £ fhat Keeps Keeps 3 ‘Jou £2 the Broadway Sei 


NeY, Openings This Weck 


Now I Lay Mc Down- to Sleer*Broachurst, 3/2/50.. Frederic March and Florenco El- 
dridge star in a new comedy by. Bidin: Ryans Story is bascd on the novel by Ludwig 
Bemelmanse Producod by Nancy St«rn-and George Nichols III, the. show is staged by 
hume Cronyn. 


Quick Glanco at Now on pages 


Devil's Disciplo-Royalc, 2/21/50. Daiiy reviewers failod to review reoponing of 
ildrich, Myers and Fleischwinn production of Garland was the only 
ecttic to run .o first night rovicw? ne backed up his former. opinion that the show was 
pes of tho best in towne The play ned previously poneived a solid. "pro” vote from 
tho critics when staged at tho City Centor. 


The Bird Cago-Coronct, 2/22/50. iether Laurents new play Melvyn Doug- 
ias was ‘panned by the majority.of tho daily criticse Pollock, Compass, thought the — 
piey was worth the visit, but the others think tho acting a fow scones 
made up for a dull play. 


The Enchantod=Lyccum, 1/18/§0°2/25/50. Giraudoux-Velency play presented by 
David Lowe and Richard Davidson found the reviewers split. on the ctcrnal controvorsy 
of "fantasy". Thoso who:lLike whimsy with their drama enjoyed tho play, the direc- 
tion end the acting. The others: the music Alcx but couldn't find 
much to: recommond » 


writton by a score of writers was okayed by critics of Compass, Journal american, 
World Telegram and Sun and Morning Telegraph. But tho others thomht the big show 
Was too tastcloss and confusad to ‘give the playgoer.a plecsant evenings 


Roviowors Look tho Now Playsedigcsts on insidé pagos 


au ‘You Need Is Ono Good Break-liansficld, 2/20/50, Four more "con" reviows are 
added to tho credit of the play which reoponed. Critics of Variocty, Billboard, Cue 
and New Yorker let looso with a bittor flow nomine ting tho Manoff play as the worst 
of the scason. 


Come Backs Little ‘Shoba-Bocth,. 2/3/50. shirloy. Booth end Sidnoy Bleckmer con* ' 
tinuc to rccoive top listings in tho new play by ex-dramé critic William Ingo. Critic 
from Time thought the play was noither good nor interesting, Critics from tho trado 
journals and Newswook praised sincerity of play es well as the fine acting. . 


Tho Innogontg-Pleyhouse, 2/1/50. Clurinen 5. New Roptiblic, didn’t share his col- 
leagucs cnthusiasm over the adaptation of tho Jemes "Turn of tho Scrow" ghost story. 
Christian Scioneo Monitor critic praised ‘the play» 


the: Girl-46th St. Theatre, 2/2/50s Goorge Jean Nathan just didn't like 
the Thoatre Guild musical version of "Pursuit of Happiness". He didn’t like the book 
the music, the acting or the humore Hoe did like Poarl Bailoy. 


The Happy Timc-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Though Clurmany New Republic, thinks the au- 
dionce has to do s.omo of tho work, ho resonpentod and pro- 
ductions 
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Critique Capsules by NeY.World Telegram and Sun's Hi Phillips 


Happy Time. 9% 


The Cocktail Fartys eeee? 
The 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. « . 


eLife with Junior 

eTwo parts psychiatry, one part ~ 
eJeepers Creepers 

eSome En-Channing Evening 


The Devil's Disciple 


"Pro Reviews" 


a» Times--acted with great style by live- 

ly company, vert fat theatre. Notable 

piece Of works every actor gives flick 

of distinction to every part. Second 

best comedy in town, other also by Shaw. 
atkinson. 

¢+ News=-GBS play is like one of Mel- 


coridition and it's as good as ever. — 
Toots Shaw's play put dhto tiptop shape 
by companye All the parts are in fine 
working ordere-Chapmane 


Conipass-No better show in town, live- 
liest thing now going on anywhere. 


This is virtuoso acting at its most en- 
joyable best, exhilarating, thrilling, 


Ze with a 
tol T., moro fun than a barrel of young 
monkcys trying to imitate GBS. Acted 
wondcrfully»-Garland. 


i. Nowark News--Somowhat arch and studied 
vintage play reeoived capable treatment 
by good caste-Fiold. 


Shew: 
has never boen done in such high spirits. 


_tertaining rovival. 


be Herald Tribune~-Rich revival, good 
performances in every scené. Production 
realizes full impace of author*s sly, 
epigrammatic storys Evans is the maine 
Stay of caste-Barnéese 


Mirror-+Satisfactofy but 
ton"s old autos, just put it into running — 


nothing to provoke ringing of bellse 


‘Should improve as players master their 


roles more surelye King is star of 
evening, Webster direction not her beste 
>.Colemane 


f. World Telegram and “Sun-=Ripples and 
bursts with humor, lends itself to broad 
‘playing, done with style, speed, respect 


‘and ingenuity with fine cast under brisk 


and under standing diroctione=Hawkins. 


he Post--Completely.boguiling melodre- 
‘matic comedy and a joy to behold. An 


‘event sconsible playgoors should not miss 


Wonderful to watche-Wattse 


Brook! jai vastly on= 
Pleasure of cast is 
contagiouse Porformancts | are first rate 
flucnt, ensombic spirit to the playinge 
Shoaffor 


ke Women’s Woar Daily-=-Not as good in play and production as Cacsar and wameaunns 
play and there is guoneh humor, wit and irony to warrant a visite-Dashs 


gar rlend nd Revisits Dovil's Disciple 


Tho sbovo digeste were takon from the reviews of tho original January 25, 1950 


production of the Shaw comody at tho City Conter.. 


Though:all of tho critics: urged 


thatthe procuction be movod downtown, only Robort Garland, Journal amorican, covered 


the opening night of the play at tho Royale Theoatroe 


He is’ still convincod the play, 


praduced by Messrse Aidrich, ‘Myors and rom@ings for evory in- 


tolligont playgoor tO 
Erench_Gr Grits ge Form Film Boo! sty 


of French critics, of films" banded to- 


ether to form an Expcri®@ontal Cinem Theatre. 


nic arc good, but 


They expect to show the films thoy 


ack commereisl appoal, to a discriminating film public in Poris. 
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Winchell Checks Up On the Critics 


"Critic D. Watts apolauds Barry Norton (of The Rat Race) as the Youn; Actor Make 
ing Most Progress", reports Walter Winchell, Mirror. "J" hats that erazy avout him,” 
Winchell continues, “he ought to know his name is not Norton tut Neisou.” Cottic 
referred to was Richard Watts, Jre, Poste 


Tne Bird Cage 


&e Timos--Con--Despite versatility of author's craftsmanship, play is a formula 
jobs Docs heve several good acting scenes. in the second act, with cast conspiring 
wih cutlor to make them effective. Clurman: kept tale running >rickly upstairs and 
down end flaring with bitter emotion. Remains pretty hackneyed st affs-Ackinson. 


be Herald Tribune--So-So=-Written with considerable eloquence and symbo} ism, 
Porformed.in bravura fashion, .A striking piece of showmanship. Has suspense and 
lurid theatrical excitement, but it does not, pees up to much of consequonce in terms 
of allegory or meaninge-Barnes. 


Cs well chosen, have been realisticelly and intelligently di- 
rected, Leads have thoir important SCONCE, which arc individually oxciting. But 
felt regrettablo disappointment in the rosult.e Individual scenes are not a substi- 
tute for a pley and neither 1s _revolving scencrys-Chapman. 


de Mirrors-Con--Presents excellent cast staggering around in somo exciting sco- 
nory in scarch of a good melodrama. Laurents remains a young dramatist of promis. 
lacks the invention, novelty and zing of "Broadway". Lacks timing, :mo motivation and 
heart of that classice . Probably reads better than it acts.-Coloman. 


' @o Compass-Pro--It is a play not quite like any othor play, & play you will want 
to seoe But it is hardly as cffective os tho author wanted it to bee The whole cast 
dees woll under” Clurman directiony Setting is 


f. Post~=Con==. rather oxhouisting melodrema. Despite some 
fino porformances, author hardly makes his point with propor cffoctivonoss. Nover 
commits sin of boing boringe Staging adds to the fecling of oxcessive eiehoratensese 
Performances are gencrally excellent. Play is chicfly sound and furye-Watts. 


_ Re World Telegram and Sun--Con--Kind: of play that seams olways‘on-verge of mking 
some big moral points . Play filled with inhuman ordinory conversation. Its-Balancc 
between vulgarity and wit is oubarreaseings - Has &n awful lot of good acting in ite= - 


Journal Amcrican--Con--It be it is as dull 
as "The Big Knife". Dougles is miscast and uhbelicvable. Best performance was by: 
Stapleton. Others plod along to tho best of their cbiliticse-Garlande 


is Brooklyn Baglc*Con--Incrcdible that Laurcnts nemé is attachcd. For & play . 
filled vith furor and melodramatic ruckus, it leaves tho epoctator do- 
tachod, He should try for littlo 


je Nowark News--Con--Difficult to bolieve this lurid penny dreadful was not on 
adaptation of a Grado B cinema atrocitye Tho actors atid-the director can be absolved 
of mest of the blamce Author write deeidodl y inferior producte-Ficlds 


KS Womon* Wear Dai it lacks isa good plays _Porfo mors .do yooman 
duty in bohelf of production, setting tho kind «a groat drama eould have beon enactad 
upon, Involved and cpisodic story not togothore-Dashe 
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Goward Ronds the Critics ucmetincs 

Nocl Coward, in New York fcr tac onening of his curront movio, "The Astonished 
Foart", confided to Wax McCrary, Tribunc, that ho doosn’t road the rovicws 
for months whon tho neticcs arc bade “But if they erc goods" he said, "I read thom 
with great relish, agrceo with when whelcohcartodly, and congratulate the critics on 
their good tastc." 


All You Need Is One Gocd Break 


Qe Varicty--Con--In cxpanded foim, it is merely stupcfyinge Individual perform- 
enecs among the commondable clomeats, Lut Berry fails to keep the interminable part 
‘from progressive monotony. lacks: 


be Billboard=-Con--Sickly sistc: dramo wise. A fow charactcr bits no matter how 
well projectcd don't maxc up *or 2 sup rficial peck into the habits of a nitwite It 
is not a play at all, it premisos nothing ond resolves nothinge Docs havo a good 
qiota of cntertaining moments from supporting rol¢ss-Francis. 


Ce Cuc-=Con--One of the major mertifications of tho. ycare Menoff's tormont of 
tolk and double talke Directors do all they can for something which may just possib- 
ly heve had a small shred of meaning ouscenGanrache 


de Now Yorkcr--Con-- Author opcratcs on principle thet any discussion of the 
underprivilcgod is eutomatically intcrostings Designer's mother may have woll bean 
Slermed by a kalcidoscopee Producer*s docision to bring show to een: with paid 
help has a curious quality of pathos in its Gmames Woy»=Gibbse 


The Innocents 


Ce Christian Scienco Monitor=-Pro--Brilliant production heightens tho chilling 
ghost storys Superlative playcrs recreate the mood of Sites in theatrical tcrmse 
Straight docs an excolient jobe=Brauforte 


f. New Ropubl ic --Cone-Bogins intcrestingly but detoriorates as it pro- 
gresscs, onds with unconvincing end maudlin moralism. Is woll produced, with hand- 
gome scttinge Director's meticulous British style. dons not always serve the cast 
well,’ t hough the cast is gifted.-Clurman. 


Arms and the Girl 


Ze George Jean -Nathen--Con--Book is over thickrnede ‘gerrulous, cnd witlcesse Mue 

sie the kind that refuses to go out the other ear, girls sort who issuo from the lo- 
cul ballet echools. Staging mistakes silliness for humor and cxerticn for vivacit ye 

Futray, Conte and Bailcy give show lift, they don"t have that oxtra somothing which 
maght have given little more spirit to the patqoedingee 


The Happy T 


hie New Ropublic-=Pro--Moral, family play with special latter day frecdom about 
ite If one is willing to lend oneself a little, one will find it gencrally agrecablo 
tnd rroquontly funnye Well acted ond staged with certain amiably wicked cutonoss thet 
fits tac matcrial perfectlye=Clurmane 


Top Acting of the Season 


Ico Grant in "All You Need Is Onc Good Break", Dorothy Gish in-"Thc Man", Lcucon 

“fi cGrath, Wesloy Addy‘and Malcolm Keen in "The Enchanted", Katharino Hopburn and Wil- 

\jo2 Prince in "As You Liko It", Beatrice Straight, Iris Mann and David Cole in "Tho | 
amnocents" re on Ward Morchouso’s all star liste 
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Gibbs Aske Why Poor Menuscripts Reach Broadway Production Stage 


Wolcott Gibbs, New Yorker critic who is now busy prepsrirg his short stories 
series on Fire Island for coming production, asks why apparently sane und adult ine 
vestors continue to put their money in manuscripts that would bo considered inept by 
2 young reader of comic bookse Though he has pondered this question for many years, 
Gibbs still doesnt heave the vaguest idea, and he doubts very mich. wnevher God knows 
either. 


Come Back, Little Shoba 


€¢ Varicty--Pro--Slight, but compassionate and impressively played drama. Booth 
shows again she is a gifted omotional actress, Blackmer gives an admirable porform- 
ance in tho explosive sccond act. A promising play writing start for an ox-critic, 
ingce Staged with cercful detail and oxprossive pacce+Hobe. 


De Billboard--Pro--Curiously tonuous, yct honost little pince about a complotely 
aaimportant couplc. Continuous intorcst in the: compassionato tolling of thoir dreary 
+ittle storye Givon a carcful production, staging keeps it with proper commonplaco 
focuse Two supcrbd charactcrizations by loads, supporting rols have been uniformly 
woll cast.-Francis. 

Ce Morning Tolograph=-Pro--Two of the best performancos available in tho curront 
theatreoe Play has moments of power, but doos not match tho acting of the loads. 
Could forgive a much worse play with such good actinge-Boltons 


de Newsweek--Pro--Though sincerity ond skillful writing go long way toward com- 
pensating for the skotchy nature of the subdued drama, it is tho really admirebic 
performances of Booth and Blackmcr that impart and a. strangcly touching qua=. 
lity to an othcrwiso drab play. : 


Ce Timo--Con--Trics. hard. to be honcst, manages in to bo effective, con- 
tains a valiant acting tcame But it is not a very good, or cvon a vory intcrcesting 
play. Too ofton with a dull pen, the author writcs on tracing papcre 


f. New Yorkcr--So-S0--Many misgivings about the play which strikes me as a pecu- 
liar mixture of effective rcalism and psychiatric claptrap, I found no misgivings in 
performences by Booth and Blackmer. Sound contributions by, rest. of the caste-Gibbse 


Key to NeYeC eCriticiem At A Glance 


Rovicwors are rated as to how they like the: show, not: if they think it will be a 
hite “Fro” means the reviewer recommends the show for an ontertaining or stimulating 
evenings “Con” moans he doosn*t recommond it as suche “So-§0" moans the reviewer, 
did not statc his 


le NY Times "236 Mowark Neve “21. Catholic World 


2e NY Horald Tribune. . 12. Womon'’s Woar Daily . 226 Commonweal 

3e NY Nows ES Daily Worker 230 

4 NY Mirror 4 Wall Streot Jourml 246 ChreSci.Monitor 
5» NY Compass (star, pu) 15. Journal of Commerco. - SateRevicw Lite 
6. NY Post George Joan Nathan Bowsweck 
Te NY Sun (Mérchouse) Morning Tolograph 27+ Timo 

8. NY Journal American 18, Varicty ‘28, Nation 

NY World Tologram-and Sun :19¢ Billboard . - Now Republic 


10- Brooklyn Fagle 20- Theatro Arts 30. New Yorker 
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NiYeToCriticism At A Glerze-~.co key on prececing page 


slivo ond Kicking-Winter Garden, 1/17-506 Pros Cons 
200 Sumsoe iA, 


#11 You Nocd Is_ Ono ErookManeficld, 2/9/50=2 11/50. Reopened 2/20/50» 


and tho Girl-46th St. Thoctrey 2/2/50» Prog 
Gone 295-9-26~275 


You Like It-Cort, 1/26/50. Pros 3- Cone 1-2 
S0-S08 5-B-14-26, 


The Bird Cage=Coronct, 2/22/50. Pros 5. Cons So- D8 

Cacear and Cleopatra-Nationsl, 12,'21/49, Pros 
18-1 202 322402 5=26=2 7928-2930. Cont 5-813. So-Sog 8. 

Cluttcrbuck-Biltmorc, 12/3/49. Prog 3- Cone 1-9-11 
So-Sos 

The Cocktail Party-Milicr, 1/2/50. Proe 2a 

Cont So-Sos 30. 
Come Backs Little 2/15/50» Prog 1-5-8-9-10-11e Cont 
Derth of a Selesman-Morosco, 2/10/49. Pros 28 voteseCond Nation. So-S08 Timce 


Detcetive Story-Hudson, 3/23/49- Proe 20. votces 

The Devil's Disciplo, Royalc, 2/21/50. Prot 1-2 

The EnchantcdeLyccum, 1/18/50. Pros Cons l- 
So-Sos 3-14, 

Gentlomen Prefer Blondes-Ziegfold, 12/8/29. Pros 
Cons 6°28, So-Sos 

The Happy Timce-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Pros 
24-25-29. Cond 

I Know My Love-Shubort, 11/1/49. Pros 
Cont | 


Tho Innoeents-Ployhousc, 2/1/50. Pros 
Cont 


Kiss Mc Katc-Century, 12/31/48« Prot 28 voterse Cont New Republics 


Lost In tho Stare-Music Box, 10/30/49. Proe 
23-765 Cons So-Sot 4=27. 

The Men=Fulton, 1/19/50. Prot Cons 
19+22-27930. So-Sos 7-17-18. 

The Member of the Wedding-Bmpirc, 1/5/50. Pros 1-3-4-5-6- 
17-1. 8 +1 992202 Cons 16. So-So# 2- 


Miss Liberty-Imperial, 7/15/49« Prot Cons 


My, Barry's Btchings-48th St. Theatre, 1/31/50. 1-2-3-4-5-6- 


dister Roberte~alvin, 2/13/48. Prot 24 votes. Gons 246 So-Sos 13160176 
The Ret Race-Berrymore, 12/22/49. Cone 22 votoss Pros 4-15. So-§oe 1l- 18-26. 


South Pecific-Majcstic, 4/8/49. Pros 18 votcs. f§0-S08 23-27. 
“hero's Cherloy-St.James, 10/11/48. Pros 16.votcs, Cons be 
4-276 
Touch end Go-Broadhurst, 10/13/49» Prot 
30- So-Sos 5-10-29. 
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